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§ 9004.3 Post-election payments. 

(a) Minor and new party candidates. 
Eligible candidates of a minor party or 
of a new party who, as candidates, re-
ceive 5 percent or more of the total 
number of popular votes cast for the of-
fice of President in the election shall 
be entitled to payments under 11 CFR 
part 9005 equal, in the aggregate, to a 
proportionate share of the amount al-
lowed for major party candidates under 
11 CFR 9004.1. The amount to which a 
minor or new party candidate is enti-
tled shall bear the same ratio to the 
amount received by the major party 
candidates as the number of popular 
votes received by the minor or new 
party candidate in the Presidential 
election bears to the average number of 
popular votes received by the major 
party candidates for President in that 
election. 

(b) Amount of entitlement. The aggre-
gate payments to which an eligible 
candidate shall be entitled shall not 
exceed an amount equal to the lower 
of: 

(1) The amount of qualified campaign 
expenses incurred by such eligible can-
didate and his or her authorized com-
mittee(s), reduced by the amount of 
contributions which are received to de-
fray qualified campaign expenses by 
such eligible candidate and such com-
mittee(s); or 

(2) The aggregate payments to which 
the eligible candidates of a major party 
are entitled under 11 CFR 9004.1, re-
duced by the amount of contributions 
received by such eligible candidates 
and their authorized committees to de-
fray qualified campaign expenses in the 
case of a deficiency in the Fund. 

(c) Amount of entitlement limited by 
pre-election payment. If an eligible can-
didate is entitled to payment under 11 
CFR 9004.2, the amount allowable to 
that candidate under this section shall 
also be limited to the amount, if any, 
by which the entitlement under 11 CFR 
9004.3(a) exceeds the amount of the en-
titlement under 11 CFR 9004.2.

§ 9004.4 Use of payments. 

(a) Qualified campaign expenses. An el-
igible candidate shall use payments re-
ceived under 11 CFR part 9005 only for 
the following purposes: 

(1) To defray qualified campaign ex-
penses; 

(2) To repay loans that meet the re-
quirements of 11 CFR 100.52(b) or 100.82 
or to otherwise restore funds (other 
than contributions received pursuant 
to 11 CFR 9003.3 (b) or (c) and expended 
to defray qualified campaign expenses) 
used to defray qualified campaign ex-
penses; 

(3) To restore funds expended in ac-
cordance with 11 CFR 9003.4 for quali-
fied campaign expenses incurred by the 
candidate prior to the beginning of the 
expenditure report period. 

(4) Winding down costs. The following 
costs shall be considered qualified cam-
paign expenses: 

(i) Costs associated with the termi-
nation of the candidate’s general elec-
tion campaign such as complying with 
the post-election requirements of the 
Act and other necessary administrative 
costs associated with winding down the 
campaign, including office space rent-
al, staff salaries, and office supplies; 
and 

(ii) Costs associated with the can-
didate’s general election campaign and 
incurred by the candidate prior to the 
end of the expenditure report period for 
which written arrangement or commit-
ment was made on or before the close 
of the expenditure report period. 

(5) Gifts and monetary bonuses. Gifts 
and monetary bonuses shall be consid-
ered qualified campaign expenses, pro-
vided that: 

(i) Gifts for committee employees, 
consultants and volunteers in recogni-
tion for campaign-related activities or 
services do not exceed $150 total per in-
dividual and the total of all gifts does 
not exceed $20,000; and 

(ii) All monetary bonuses for com-
mittee employees and consultants in 
recognition for campaign-related ac-
tivities or services; 

(A) Are provided for pursuant to a 
written contract made prior to the 
date of the election; and 

(B) Are paid during the expenditure 
report period. 

(b) Non-qualified campaign expenses—
(1) General. The following are examples 
of disbursements that are not qualified 
campaign expenses. 

(2) Excessive expenditures. An expendi-
ture which is in excess of any of the 
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limitations under 11 CFR 9003.2 shall 
not be considered a qualified campaign 
expense. The Commission will cal-
culate the amount of expenditures at-
tributable to these limitations using 
the full amounts originally charged for 
goods and services rendered to the 
committee and not the amounts for 
which such obligations were later set-
tled and paid, unless the committee 
can demonstrate that the lower 
amount paid reflects a reasonable set-
tlement of a bona fide dispute with the 
creditor. 

(3) Expenditures incurred after the close 
of the expenditure report period. Any ex-
penditures incurred after the close of 
the expenditure report period, as de-
fined in 11 CFR 9002.12, are not quali-
fied campaign expenses except to the 
extent permitted under 11 CFR 
9004.4(a)(4). 

(4) Civil or criminal penalties. Civil or 
criminal penalties paid pursuant to the 
Federal Election Campaign Act are not 
qualified campaign expenses and can-
not be defrayed from payments re-
ceived under 11 CFR part 9005. Pen-
alties may be paid from contributions 
in the candidate’s legal and accounting 
compliance fund, in accordance with 11 
CFR 9003.3(a)(2)(i)(C). Additional 
amounts may be received and expended 
to pay such penalties, if necessary. 
These funds shall not be considered 
contributions or expenditures but all 
amounts so received shall be subject to 
the prohibitions of the Act. Amounts 
received and expended under this sec-
tion shall be reported in accordance 
with 11 CFR part 104. 

(5) Solicitation expenses. Any expenses 
incurred by a major party candidate to 
solicit contributions to a legal and ac-
counting compliance fund established 
pursuant to 11 CFR 9003.3(a) are not 
qualified campaign expenses and can-
not be defrayed from payments re-
ceived under 11 CFR part 9005. 

(6) Payments to candidate. Payments 
made to the candidate by his or her 
committee, other than to reimburse 
funds advanced by the candidate for 
qualified campaign expenses, are not 
qualified campaign expenses. 

(7) Payments to other authorized com-
mittees. Payments, including transfers, 
contributions and loans, to other com-
mittees authorized by the same can-

didate for a different election are not 
qualified campaign expenses. 

(8) Lost, misplaced, or stolen items. The 
cost of lost, misplaced, or stolen items 
may be considered a nonqualified cam-
paign expense. Factors considered by 
the Commission in making this deter-
mination shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, whether the committee dem-
onstrates that it made conscientious 
efforts to safeguard the missing equip-
ment; whether the committee sought 
or obtained insurance on the items; 
whether the committee filed a police 
report; the type of equipment involved; 
and the number and value of items that 
were lost. 

[56 FR 35919, July 29, 1991, as amended at 60 
FR 31875, June 16, 1995; 64 FR 49362, Sept. 13, 
1999; 67 FR 78683, Dec. 26, 2002]

§ 9004.5 Investment of public funds; 
other uses resulting in income. 

Investment of public funds or any 
other use of public funds that results in 
income is permissible, provided that an 
amount equal to all net income derived 
from such a use, less Federal, State 
and local taxes paid on such income, 
shall be paid to the Secretary. Any net 
loss from an investment or other use of 
public funds will be considered a non-
qualified campaign expense and an 
amount equal to the amount of such 
loss shall be repaid to the United 
States Treasury as provided under 11 
CFR 9007.2(b)(2)(i). 

[60 FR 31876, June 16, 1995]

§ 9004.6 Expenditures for transpor-
tation and services made available 
to media personnel; reimburse-
ments. 

(a) General. (1) Expenditures by an 
authorized committee for transpor-
tation, ground services or facilities (in-
cluding air travel, ground transpor-
tation, housing, meals, telephone serv-
ice, typewriters, and computers) pro-
vided to media personnel, Secret Serv-
ice personnel or national security staff 
will be considered qualified campaign 
expenses, and, except for costs relating 
to Secret Service personnel or national 
security staff, will be subject to the 
overall expenditure limitations of 11 
CFR 9003.2(a)(1) and (b)(1). 
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